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SERMON 


Preached before the 


QUEEN. 


T ir. II. x. 
— T hat they may adorn the Dorine of 


God our Saviour in all things. 


*\H E credit of any Inſtitution of Re- 
ligion, depends upon the happy 
Effects that ic has upon the temper 
and lives of its Diſciples. *Tis 
true, to judge of a Religion by the Effects, 
may be contrary to the {trifter Laws of rea- 
foning, which oblige us, 4 priori, to conſider 
the Authority of the Author, and to judge of 


the Religion it ſelf by granted Principles of 
2 Truth 
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Truth and Goodneſs. Bur becauſe theſe con- 
ſiderations are too deep and cloſe for common 
underſtanding ; therefore the eyes of the gene- 
rality of Men will be fixed upon the lives and 
behaviour of its Proſelytes, as the ſureſt way 
of informing themſelves in the Nature and Au- 
thority of the Religion it ſelf. And by how 
much Chriſtianity is a more Holy Inſtitution 
than any other, by ſo much its Honour and 
Reputation in the World, does more depend 
upon the ſuicable Con... ration of Chriſtians 3 
becauſe perverſe and wicked Men will be fo 
much che more uawilling to believe it, and 
will therefore more capricioully inſpect the 
lives of Chriſtians, chat chey may furniſh ob- 
jetions againſt ir, and reaſons of farisfa&tion 
and comfort 'to themſelves, in their Vice and 
Infidelity. 

St. Paul therefore, though he juſtifies the 
Chriſtian Faith, by Divine Authority, by the 
Power of Miracles, and the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; yet He is eſpecially lolicicous , that it 
may be afſerted and commended tothe World 
by the ſuitable lives of the Diſciples ; that both 
the Jews and Gentiles, when they obſerve ir 
in the practice of it, may be perlwaded, by 
this more ealy and ſenlible conviction, that our 

Saviour 


— 
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Saviour was no Impoſtor, nor his Religion a 
Deſign; that the Proſelytes of it do heartily 
believe it, becauſe they have conformd their 
Souls and Lives unto it, and exemplify thoſe 
Excellent Vertues in their ations, which their 
Law requires, and which all men , by the 
common inſtin&ts of humane nature, admire 
and value. 

And to this very purpoſe he wrote chis Epi- 
ſtle to Titus, full of appoſite Inſtructions con» 
cerning the Government, as well of Himlelf, 
as of the Clergy and Laity under His charge, 
with particular reſpe&t to the Reputation and 
Honour of the Chriſtian Religion, as an end 
which he chiefly and more exprelly here de- 
ftons. For, Chapter the firſt, he obliges Titus to 
a Conſcientious diſcharge of the Office of a 
Biſhop, that the Gainſayers may be convineed, v. 9. 
The Clergy to Picty, Zeal, and Diligence, 
that they of the contrary part may be aſhamed, baving 
10 evil thing to ſay of you, Ch. 2. 8. The Aged, 
the Widows, the Youth, and all other ſorts 
of Men, That they exerciſe ſuch ChriftianGra- 
ces as arc proper to their reſpective ſtations, 
that they may adorn the Dottrine of God our Saviour 
m all things. 

For the clearer illuſtrarion of this importanr 
duty, 


4 


A' Sermon Preachbed 


«a 


duty, I ſhall briefly conſider theſe Three things, 

-- I. Firſt, The meaning of the Words. 

+.II. Secondly, The nature of the Duty. 

- Ul. Thirdly, The reaſons which oblige us, and 
the encouragements which may perſwade us to the pra- 
ice of it. 

IV. Fourthly and laſtly, T ſhall draw ſome Tn» 
ferences from the whole. 

1. 1 begin with the firſt of chele, the Expli- 
cation of the terms, and ſhall conſider, 

1. - Firſt, What is meant by the Doftrme of 
God our Saviour. 

2. Secondly, What by Aiorning the Dottrme 


' of God our Saviour. 


3- Thirdly, Who are underſtood by they ; 
or who are the ſubjects of the duty : That they 
may adorn the Doftrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. And, 

1. Firſt, By the Dodtrine of God our Saviour, 
the Apoſtle underſtands the Chriſtian Religion, or 
that inſticution of Faith and Manners, which 
the Ever Blefled Jeſus taught and publiſh'd, 


?h. 1.27- when he was here on Farth. Ir is one, a- 
Mar, 8.35, mong{t many other general words, as the Go- 
jam.r. 21. ſpel, the Word of God, the Faith, the New Teſta- 
Luk, 22. ment , by which the Chriſtian Religion is ex- 


prels'd in Scripture. 
2. And 


before the QU E EN. 


 2., And ſecondly, To adorn the Doctrine 
of God our Saviour, is to advance the Credit 
and Reputation of the Chriſtian Religion in 
the World. Itis lo to govern and demean 
our ſelves, that we may reconcile its Enemies 
to a good opinion of it; that we may procure, 
and even force regard and yeneration towards 
it. The Gnoſticks had dilgrac'd the Chriſtian 
Faith, by their ſeditious, ſenſual, and licen- 
tious Doctrines ; ſome agaialt the common in- 
tereſt of Society ; as this, That Chriſtians were 
exempt from Obedience to their Governours ; 
That Chriſtian Servants were, ip/o fafo, manu- 
mils'd: Some againſt common honeſty;as, That 
the Diſciples might diflemble their Religion ; 
or, it hardly prels'd, Might apoſtatize in caſe 
of Perſecution; chat by a clearer light, it was 
revealed to them , That ſenſual Infts might 
ſafely be indulg'd. And hence our Religion 
was blalphemed, as a Doctrine that overturn- 
ed the World, moved Sedition, and corrupted 
the People. And this was the occaſion of this 
Epiſtle, in which the Apoſtle recites and re- 
commends the principal Laws of Chriſtian 
Life, for this very end, in a more eſpecial 
manner, that the progrels of the Gnoſtick He- 


reſte might be preyented, the mouths of Ad- 
verſaries 
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verſaries ſtopp'd, the honour of our Religion 
retrieved, and the Doctrine of God our Sayi- 
our in all things magnified, and adorr'd. 

3+ Thirdly and laſtly, By the They in the 
Text, the Perſons upon whom this duty is in- 
cumbent, we may fairly underſtand the whole 
Body of Chriſtians. All that name the Name 
of Chriſt, ler them adorn the Dofrine of God our 
Saviour in all things ; for he preſently urges a 
motive that is oeneral, and which equally con- 
cerns all ſtates and conditions of men what- : 
ever, V. 11. For the Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us to 
deny Ungodlineſs, and Worldly Luſts, and to "live ſo- 
berly, &c. And thus much for the literal con- 
ruction of the words. 

[I. I proceed, as I propoled in the ſecond 
place, to conſider the nature, the a&s, and 
exerciſes of the Duty it ſelf, in what it con- 
fiſts, and when a Man may be ſaid to Adorn 
the Doftrine of God our ha; in all things. The 
Grace of God, ſays the Apoſtle, has appeared, 
has brought Salvation to us, has manifeſted a 
Divine Authority ; we our ſelves pretend to 
believe it, we adore the Myſtery, and are bap- 
tized into it: If this be ſo, then adorn the Re- 
ligion ye profeſs, do it Honour, do it Right, 

at 
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That the found thereof may go forth into all lands ; 
that at the name of Jeſus every knee may bow, Phil. 
2. 10, 

Now the DoGtrine of our Saviour is rightly 
divided into Articles of Faith , and Precepts of 
Life. I ſhall therefore conſider, how a Man 
may adorn the Doctrine of God our Savis 
our. 

t. Firſt, As it is a rule of Faith. 
2. Secondly, As it is a rule of Life. 

1. Firſt, As the Dodtrine of our Saviour 
7 a rule of Faith, or an inſticution of Religion, 
which we believe and own as of Divine Au- 
thority. 

It has been always a great Objection againſt 
our Religion, that che wiſe impole it upon the 
credulous and eaſy multitude, as an uſeful in- 
trument of Peace and Society , whilſt theſe 
do but laugh at their folly, and make uſe of 
their Conſcience of Religion to the advantages 
of Policy and Ambition. We ſhall therefore 
adorn our P.eligion, and do it honour in the 
World, if we ſhall manifeſt, beyond any rea- 
ſonable exception, that we unfeignedly aflent 
unto it, that we firmly believe it ro be, what 
we pretend, of Divine Original. And this will 
be evident to all, If 

= Wa 1. Firſt, 
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1. Fiſt, Our Faith be perfect ar a1 « intire. 

If we receive our Religion as ic is in it {c1f, 
all its parts, in every Auticle, A" 8 thei 
plaineſt ſence. To pack a Rc:igion or Creed 
according to our own Aﬀections, Intcreits, or 
Paſſions, is as caftly dilcerned by cin+:s, as it 
is nauieous and contemptible in it {. 1, There 
is nothing which we more dereſt in a Reli- 
ious Cheat. Few are ſo patient 2: :o conſider 
that Religion ſoberly, whole Diici; tes arc vb- 
ſerved to prevaricate in their proleſfion, to al- 
ter, change, extinguiſh, add or expound, as 
ſerves their intereſt : 1 do not ſay they ſhould 
do ſo, but it is incident to humane nature to 
abhor the Religion it ſell, and the perlons ſo 

abuſing it, without any tarther diſquiſition. 
Burt if it be evident, that we embrace the 
truth in the Love of it , that we ſubmit our 
Judgment and our Intereſts ir: rely to it, we 
ſhall cauſe it to be con':derec; with Reverence 
and Reſpect : It is not eaſ*” 70 condemn the 

judgment of con{:iderable r.4iobers of Men, in 

all things elle 2s wary and judicious as any 0- 
ther, whole underſtanding, 1wrereſt, and affe» 
Qions, are iubjected to this Religion. Ir is 
but natural to infer. that it mi-{t certainly have 


appeared with great Authority, or clle it would 
never 
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never haye been received wich {uch reipect, 
ſiacericy, and ſelt-denial, 

2. Again, We ſhall adojn the Doftrine of 
God our Saviour , conſidered in general , as 
a Syſtem of Faith, or an inſtitution of Religi- 
on which we receive , and own as of Di- 
vine Authority ; if we are ſteddy, firm, and 
conſtant in the profeſſion of it. If we are groun- 
ded, and ſetled, and are not to be moved from the hope 
of the Goſpel, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col. 1. 23. 
It we ſhall be fo eſtabliſhe, that when Tribulas 
tion cometh we ſhall not be offended , St. Mart. 17. 
21. we ſhall then adyance the Reputation and 
Honour of our Religion. Courage and Con- 
ſtancy arc apr, in cheir nature, to provoke ad- 
miration, to remove prejudices, to beget an 
opinion of ſincerity in the perſons, of the 
weight and authority of the doctrine it felt, 
which they lo ſteddily confels. Foraſmuch as 
no Man will {uffer much for a School Queſtion, 
or an indiflerent Propoſition. Thus At. 26. 
v. 28. The King, ſays St. Panl (when he was 
upon his Tryal for his Religion) knows theſe 
things, before whom I ſpeak freely. And Agrippa 


ſaid: wnto Paul, almoſt thou perſwadeſt me to be a 


Chriſtian : fo oreat is the force of Conſtancy and 


Aſſurance. Thus A&t. 4. v. 13. When they ſaw 
the 
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the boldneſs of Peter and John, they marvelled. Ic 
ſtartled the Rulers and Judges, (for theſe are 
the they here) and the people glorified God for that 
which was done. Wherefore, though this be no 
infallible teſt of truth ; yet, in effe&t, there al- 
ways was, and ever will be, a regard, a de- 
ference to that Religion, which the Proſelytes 
are content to atteſt with their Lives. But to 
change our Religion with our Intereſt, or for 
fear ; to diſlemble, coin, diſtinguiſh, and equi- 
yocate, refle&ts diſhonour and contempt upon 
it. Who can conſider it as any thing more 
than an humane invention , or an artifice of 
ate, where they obſerve its Votaries, to uſe 
ſuch a boldneſs towards it, as is inconſiſtent 
with the belief of its Divine Authority 2 But 
there were falſe Prophets among ſt the people, ſays St. 
Peter ; thele were the Gnoſticks, who taught 
the lawfulnels of a diſſembled Apoſtacy, in 
caſe of perſecution, ara many ſhall follow their pere 
nicious ways, and what is the conſequence ? By 
reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken 
of. Thar is the ſecond. 

3- Thirdly and laſtly, We ſhall adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour , conlidered in 
general, as a ſyſtem of Faith, or an inſticution 
of Religion , which we receive as of Divine 
Authority, 
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Authority , it we ſhall expreſs an Aﬀection, 
a prudent Zeal in the Profeſſion of it. For by 
theſe we teſtihe, not only our conviction of 
the truth , but a high ſatisfaction in the Re- 
ligion it ſelf. Zeal for Religion conliſts in a 
careful ſtudy of the Law it ſelf, that we may iFer.z.1y, 
be able to give a reaſon of the hope that is in us ; 
in a conſtant devout attendance upon all our 
Religious Rites, and ſolemn Services; in a 
vigorous endeayour, as much as in us lies, to 
propagate and advance it; to ſupprels Pro- 
phaneneſs, Hereſie, and Schiſm in our place 
and ſtation. Ir will be believed, that there is 
Divinity, and Worth in that Religion, that is 
ſo heartily embrac'd , and ſo well belovd of 
ics Diſciples. Bur a coldnels, an indifference 
tro its honour and intereſt, will bring it into 
diſrepute. Who will believe we eſteem our 
Religion divine or pure, that obſerves ſo ge- 
neral a negle& of Religious Worſhip, ſuch a 
bold licentious progrels of Herefie and Schiſm, | 
which every day gains more and more upon 
us. And thus | have conſidered how we may 
demean our ſelves in the profeſſion of our Reli- 
gion, that we may adorn it, that we may raile 
and ſupport the reputation of it in the World. 


2. I proceed, as I propoſed, in the ſecond 
place, , 
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place, to conlider how we may {o order our 
Chriſtian Converlation, that we may adorn | 
the Doctrine of God our Saviour, as it #5 a rule 
of Life and Manners. And to this purpole it 
is abſolutely neceſlary. 

1. Firſt, That our Obedience be Entire and 
Univerſal. For if we belieye the Divine Au- 
thority of our Religion, it is not poſſible we 
ſhould preſume to pick and cull ſuch duties 
only, as ſhall beſt agree-with our intereſts and 
| affections, becauſe we are equally obliged to 
| every part, and are taught, that He that offends 
#t one point is guilty of all. And therefore if we 

believe, that our Religion was compoſed by 
infinite Wiſdom, and will be required at our 
hands by Infinite Power and Juſtice, accord- 
ing to the tenour of the Law, it is not poſſi- 
ble we ſhould be guilty of ſuch Prelumption. 
So that a partial Obedience demonſtrates our 
Religion to be humane, to be our own; not 
to be our rule, but our ſubje&t, which we 
govern as we pleale our ſelves ; and therefore 
the Adverlaries of it will abhor our pretences, 
and our Religion too. Thou that makeſt thy boaſt 
of the law, through breaking the law, lays St. Pal, 
diſhooureſt thou the Lav? (by chuſing ſome and 
negleCing other duties, as the Apoſtle himſelf 
expounds 
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expou::;ds it,) For the name of God i blaſphemed 
amongſt the Gentiles through you , Rom. 2. 22. 
But beſides , unlels our Obedience be iatire. 
the beauty of our Religion will be oblcur'd. 
There is a connexion, a dependency of Chri- 
ſtian Graces one upon another ; whereloever 
therefore the Chain is broken, there is a kind 
of inconliftency , an harthneſs, a diſzgree- 
ment. Bur it our Life ſhall be all of a piece, 
acted by one and the ſame Chriſtian Principle 
in all things, we ſhall then lay open, and ex- 
= our Religion to view in its proper colours. 

We ſhall di lplay/ its [ſymmetry and proportion 
to the eyes of all men. Tf thy whole bod «4 , lays 
our Savicur to our prelent purpoſe , be full off 
light, having 19 _— \ part the whoſe {ha 1 be full of 
lizht, St. Luk. 14. b. 26; If no faculty be left un- 
wrought upon , ao evil affection unſubdued, 
if we are intirely uniced co our Religion, it we 
underitand, believe, defire and act by he laws 
thereof, we {hail advance its honour in the 
World ; both our Religion and our Life will 
be the common object of relpect and love. 
That is the firſt. 

2. Secondly, That we may adorn the Do- 
Etrine of God our Saviour, conitdered as a Rule 
of Life, ir is neceſſary that our Obedience be 
C free 
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free and cheartul ; that we part with our ſelves, 
with our own ſelt-will, and ſenſual Appetites, 
without heſitation or complaint, not by con- 
ſtraint, but willingly. For (uch a ready pra- 
Etice, will expreſs the Graces of our Religion 
more {martly, more to the Life : and thoſe 
who obſerve it, will have reaſon to be in love 
with it for it ſelf, and to be throughly recon» 
ciled to ſuch a Joke, which they find is fo eaſy, 
ſo pleaſant ro thoſe who bear it. Do all things, 
ſays the Apoſtle, without murmuring, and without 
diſputmg, let your Obedience be prompt and 
cheartul, forward, and without regret, that ye 
may be blameleſs, without rebuke in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverſe generation, among ſt whom y2 
then ſhall ſhine as lights in the World, Phil. 2. 1 4, 
15. That is the ſecond. 

3- Thirdly, We ſhall adorn the DoQtrine 
of God our Saviour , conſidered as a Rule of 
Life ; if in caſes doubtful we determine our 
praCtice on the {ide of the Law, and of our 
Duty. No inſtitution of Religion can be ſo 
particular as to provide for all the circumſtan- 
ces of duties, becauſe they are as infinite as the 
relations, means, and rcndencies of things. If 
we therefore ſhall look beyond the letter of 
the Law, it we conſider what is Lovely, and of 


good 
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good report, as well as what is barely Juſt and 
Neceſſary ; if we walk by the analogy of Faith ; 
if we endeavour to be perfett as God is perfeFt, to 
proceed from one degree of Grace unto another, we 
ſhall certainly bring our Religion into honour 
and efteem. Ir will be believed chat we hearti- 
ly embrace it, that we truly love it, when it 
is evident, that we have wholly refolv'd our 
ſelves into it. By ſuch a true AﬀeCtion, by 
ſuch a prudent Zeal, it will appear our choice, 
our delight, and our ultimate end, which can- 
not but ſubdue the prejudices of its Enemies. 
Who could withſtand the power of our Reli- 

ion, if it were thus ſincerely and throughly 
imbib'd 2 Whereas a ſhrivell'd, narrow Ver- 
tue, that ſtands upon terms with God, and 
conſiders how far we may indulge our ſelves, 
without the violation of ſome great and noto- 
rious Law, diſhonours our Religion, and de- 
preſſes the credit of Chriſtianity. How ſhould 
it be thought any other than a tyrannous ſu- 
perſtition, when it appears a diſeaſe, a burden, 
an abhorrence to the Diſciples of it > That 1: 
the third. 

4. Fourthly and laſtly, Weſhall adorn the 
Dodrine of God our Saviour, as it isa Rule of 
Life, by an eminent pra&tice of ſome particu* 
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lar Vertues, as of Mercy and Charity : where- 
ſoever thele are expreſs'd to the Lite, habitu- 
ally, bountifully, freely ; all char obſerve It, 
will cſteem the Religion from whence ſuch a 
Spirit lows. Who is not apt to favour his O- 
pinions , whoſe Goodnels is conſpicuous, or 
who has done us any ſignal favours ? Is it not 
the common fe:itiment of all Mankind, that 
Religion is: delign'd ra mend the World . 
corre the roughnel: that i: ſnperinduc'd ups 
on our nature, and the ſelfiih::icls of our ends, 
to inlarge our fpiiits inro a generous refpect to 
each others good , to fix tae Laws of our na- 
ture more cloie upon us, by che accefion of 
Divine Command ? Whereſoever theretore 
the ſocial Yertues, un:verlal Love, a Catho- 
lick temper, humanity, mercy, bounty and 
a readineſs to forgive, ſhine and are eminent, 
there our Religion will be honouw-ed and e- 
ſteem'd, as a Doctrine that is a publick bleſſing 
to the World. And thus our Saviour comman- 
ded the multitude | five thouſand perſons | to fit down 
on the graſs, and fed them, by a Miracle, till they 
were fild. And what was the effect of this 
Miraculous Bouaty 2 Why, they were in love 
with ſuch a Teacher, and ſaid, of a truth this is 
the Prophet which ſhould come into the World, St. Jo. 
G. 14, 
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6.14. And thus ye may ſee both the mean- 
ing, and the practice ol this duty. And it we 
well obſerve thele rules and meaſures 1 haye 
now laid down, we may certainly know, 
whatloever our calling, ſtation, or profeſſion 
may be, whether our Chriſtian converſation is 
fuch as adorns the Doctrine of God our _ 
our; nay, we may judge of every action we 
do, whether it tends to the honour of our Re. 
ligion or no. Every Man that is honelt and 
ſincere, may eaſily apply thele general Rules 
ro any particular inſtance that ſhall be before 
him. For all that has been ſaid is no more 
than this, That a Man that would render his 
Religion lovely. and amiable in the World, 
muſt entertain it in all its paris and Articles, 
promote ir zealoully, confels it ſteddily, pra- 
ctile it cheartully, depart from his Liberty, in 
doubtful caſes freely, in all his actions ex- 
prels a pruderit Zeal, but above all, that he 
have Fervent Charity, that God in all chings may 
be Glorihed, 1» Pet. 3. 8. 

And were our Relivion received and pra- 
Etis d according to thele jult direftions, how 
would all the World be ſubdued and vanquiſhe 
by it? It would be the power of God to ſalvation, 


both to the Jews and Gentiles, x Cor. 1. 24. when 
all 
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all diſſembling and equivocation, when all 
diſguiſes and hypocriftie , when ſullen ſelfiſh. 
nels, and private intereit , ſhall be baniſhed 
the dominions of this Religion 3; when no man 
ball ſeek his own, but every one anothers weal ; when 
we [hall Love our Neighbour as our ſelves, and do 
to others as we would they ſhould do to us. How 
would Chriſtendom be throng'd with thole 
that would come from the turtheſt parts of the 
Eaſt, to behold the golden Age renewed, and 
to pay their reſpe& to that Religion which has 
thus reſtored the beauty of the humane na- 
cure? And thus much for the Duty. 

III. I proceed (but very briefly) to conſider 
the reaſons which oblige us, and the encourage: 
ments which may perſwade 1s to the prattice 
of it. 

F And all thoſe Arguments indeed , which 
oblige us to believe and practiſe, according 
to the directions of our Religion in general, 
do as firmly bind us to ſuch degrees of Faith 
and Vertue, as ſhall adorn it. For this is not 
a difierent duty, it is but the ſame thing in its 
juſt and proper meaſures; a more eminent 
Vertue, a more perfect Faith, a more excel- 
lent Life. Bur I ſhall only conſider thoſe at 


preſent, which appear more appoſite and pars 
ticular, 
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ticular, and they are thele that follow. 

1. Firſt, To adorn the Dottrine of God our 
Saviour by ſuch a Farh, and luch a practice, 
as i have now delcrib'd, is the moſt infallible 
aſſurance, both to our ſelves and others, thac 
our Principle is ſincere and perfect. 

Ir cannot be denied but there are degrees of 
true Faith, and true Vertue, and that the Re- 
ligion of our Saviour is urged upon us by a 
double Sanfion, by the joys of Heaven, and 
by greater degrees of that Joy. The former 
{hall be the reward of fincere Obedience, 
though in a lower meaſure ; the latter of a 
growing, abounding, perfect Faith and Life. 
But however, though we do not lay it is im- 
poſſible, yer a Rtaggering Faich, a ſtary'd un- 
growing Vertue is very ſeldom true. For a 
Principle of true Religion 1s nothing lels than 
a ſenſe of the Nivine Authority, Beauty and 
Goodneſs of the Lav it ſelf, an immoveable 
hope in the Promiſes, and a dread of the 
chreatnings there delivered : And wholoever is 


affected in earneſt with a {enle of thele things, 


will endeavour , by a natural promprtitude, 


by a moral neceſſity, to pals from one degree 
of Grace to another, ill he come to be perte& 


in Chriſt Jeſus. Where can he ſtop who fin- 
cerely 
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cerely believes there is a Heaven before him ? 
This then 1s the telt of true Religion, that we 
find our Faith grow ſtronger , temptations 
weaker, with a treedom, and cheartulnels, in 
all Obedience to the will of Gol. Whoſoever 
hath this hope in hum, purifies himſelf, even as be is 
pure, iays St. John, 1 Epilt. 3. 3. 

' 2. Secondly, Let us conlider , that to live 
ſuch a Life as thall caule our Religion to- be 
cſteem'd and honour'd in the World, is the 
greateſt Bleſſing, as well co our ſelves, as 0- 
thers, that we can either imagine, or deſire. 
For He that converteth a ſinner from the evil of his 
way, ſhall ſave a foul from death, and ſhall hide a 
multitude of ſms, Jam. 5. 19,20. What can more 
excite ourF mulation,than to ftand in the place 
of the Apoſtles, ro lubdue prejudices, to mol- 
life hardned hearts, ro work Niiracles, to win 
Souls, and inlarge the Kingdom of our Sayi- 
our. That's the lecond. 

2- The third encouragement to ſuch a pro- 
tefſion and practice of our Religion as ſhall 
adorn it, are the particular Promiſes which 
are made to thoſe who ſhall attainunto ic. The 
ſervice is ſo eminent, that God has been plea- 
ſed to-encourage it by ſpecial -Promiſes. He 
that confeſſes me, ſays our Saviour, him will I con- 


fe » 
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feſs, in a particular manner, before my Father, St. 
Mat. 10. 32. And again , When they reproach 
and perſecute you , Rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in Heaven, Sc. Mat. 5.11, 
12. In a teddy Confeſſion, and a molt Holy 
Life, there is an aflurance of Faith, a 
Zeal, an affeftion to the ſervice of God, that 
is not common, even amonglt choſe who are 
really good, and therefore it will be particu 
larly conlidered. St. Paul departed from his 
Libercy for the ſake of the Golpel, and refu- 
ſed to accept of any maintenance from the 
people, 1 Cor. 9g. And doing this willingly, lays he, 
| that is, without an expreſs command \ I have a re- 
ward, v. 17. I ſhall have a particular confide- 
ration for it. But on the other hand, a moſt 
dreadful wo is denounced againft thoſe, who, 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, ſcandalize 
it, and cauſe it to be blalphemed by the un- 
ſteadinels of their Faith, or the debauchery of 
their Lives. Offences will come, lays our Savis 
our, but wo unto thoſe by whom they come. It were 
better that a milſtone were banged about his neck, and 
be were caſt into the midſt of the Sea, Luk. 17. 3, 2+ 
"That is the third. 

4+ The fourth and laſt encouragement to 


luch a profetiion and practice of our Religion 
D as 
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as {hall recommend it in the World, is the par- 
ticular peace and fatisfa&tion which will ariſe 
from ſuch a Faith and Life. All dejeGtions 
and interruptions of our Peace, are the Judge 
ment of our Conlciences againſt us, that we 
have yielded to temprations , that we have 
prels'd upon our Vertue to preſerve our Plea- 
ſures, or our Intereſt : But he that is groun- 
ded and ſetled in his Faith, ſteady in hes hope 
of the Promiles, habitual, zealous, and uni- 
verlal in the practice of his duty, will find his 
Peace as conſtant as his Principle, as inexpreſ- 
{ible as his Love. To relieve the diſtreſs'd with a 
buſhel of wheat, is but common humanity, lays Plu- 
tarch ; but what exceſs of joy did-Phidias and Theo- 
phraſtus fmd mn thoſe extraordinary ations of theirs, 
When they delivered their Country from Tyranny and 
Oppreſſzon * (Lib. de Tranq.) The Te eſtimony of 
; our Conſciences, that in ſi aplict and godly ſincerity, 
we have had our Converſation in the World , mult 
It be Principle of great rejoicing. 

What expectation of Divine Affiſtance ! 
What hope in difhiculties! What Confidence 
at the hour of Death, will he certainly find, 
who can cruly tay, 0h Lard remember how [ have 
ferv'd thee with a perfe& beart | Thy Glory has been 
my principal aim and end, and thy Law my bs 2h > 
delight | 
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And thus I have explained the Duty , and 
conſidered the Motives which may excite us 
to the practice of it: It now remains, that we 
endeavour, upon the force of all chat has been 
ſaid, to ſubdue our own Selt-will, and lenſual 
Appetites, and devote our lelves to the Obe- 
dience of God, to the ſervice and honour of 
our moſt Holy Faith, That we ſtudy the 
Beauty, Worth, and Perfection of our Relig;- 
on ; the Goodneſs, Power and Faithfulnels of 
the God we ſerve ,. that we may walk worthy of 
our Vocation, Eph. 4. 1. That we may have our 
Converſation as becomes the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. 
That we may ſtand compleat and perfe&t in all the Will 
of God, Col. 4. 12. That your light may fo ſhine 
before men , that they may fee your 200d Works, and 
glorifie your Father which is n Feaven, Mat.y. 16. 
Thar at the dreadful day of Judgment , we 
may meet our Lord with Joy, and give him 
ſuch an account of the Talents he intruſted us 
withal, as ſhall be received and paſled, with, 
Well done good and faithful Servants, ye have been 
faithful over a few things, T will make you rulers 
over many things, enter ye into the Joy of your Lord, 
Mat. 25. 21. 
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Which God of his Mercy grant, toevery one 
of us,for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake the Righteous;to 
whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all Honour, Glory, Praiſe, Domi- 
nion, and Obedience, now and for eyermore. 


Amen. 
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